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^Rulers and particularly of die Irish, Chamberlain's tactics were frustrated. But
although annoyed he recast his speech as he stood.
Political manoeuvring accompanied the debates on the first and second readings
of the Bill There were anxious negotiations of Liberals, daily conferences of
groups, counting of heads on the one side and the other. Statesmen resorted to
Lobbying who had never before engaged in it.
The debates, ranging over sixteen nights, were the finest on a political question
that I have heard. There was a brilliant clash of strong personalities. Not only was
Chamberlain extremely pungent and vivacious, but Harrington displayed more
vigour than at any other time. Harrington's influence on the Liberal doubters was
exceeded only by John Bright's. Although Bright, out of consideration for
Gladstone, did not speak, the knowledge that he was to vote against the second reading
of the Bill influenced many Radicals.
Men who heard all Gladstone s speeches, as I heard them, during the last thirteen
years of his Parliamentary life, differed in opinion as to which was the finest. The
test was the best until the next exercised its spell. His speech on the Affirmation
Bill in 1883, with its religious reverence and its quotation from Lucretius, was
described by a colleague as one of the noblest efforts of human oratory. Some
members gave die highest place to his speech in winding up the debate on the
Second Reading of the Home Rule BilL
I recall the solemn thrill of his voice in the peroration: "Think, I beseech you;
triple well, think wisely, think, not for the moment but for the years that are to
come, before you reject this Bill/*
There were Conservatives as well as Liberals in the years that were to come who,
in view of what happened in Eire, regretted that Gladstone's appeal for an Irish
Parliament, subject to the supremacy of the Parliament at Westminster, was dis-
regarded. But it is dangerous to judge the past by the present. Opponents of
Home Rule believed that the safeguards of Imperial supremacy were illusory, and
that it would lead to the disruption of the Union and the Empire and to the surrender
of loyal people to the terrorists.
The result of the division which determined the future course of political life was
in doubt till the last moment of uncertainty about the Liberal vote. When the slip
with the figures was handed by the Clerk to the Unionist Whip and the House
knew that the Bill was rejected tie cheers of the victorious parties were so prolonged
that the tellers had to stand at the table for several minutes before die figures could
be announced. The demonstration was renewed when they revealed a hostile
majority of thirty.
I was told by a member who sat in the House with Palmerston that personal
feding became better in the latter part of Queen Victoria's reign than it was earlier.
There was now a reaction, and feeling was extremely bad. The relations between
the GJadstOBians and the Liberal Unionists, whom the Gladstonians called Liberal
disseatimts, were specially strained. Home Rulers resented the part that Chamberlain
pkyed in thwarting the Grand Old Man." Parnellites called him "Judas*' and his
fiimd, Modcy, hurt him by attributing to him the r&le of "the envious Casca."
He was taunted with havi&g forfeited the succession to the Liberal leadership. That
he had done so was admitted by Chamberlain himself.
fc tbe General Election, on Gladstone's appeal to the country, Harrington,
Goschm w& Chambcdaia struck resounding blows at Home Rule, and Bright now